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It has been several months already since &8)"$/,&+0.'+0'%!./,&+"4+!./,'('+
national conference. | would like to take to  /,+%+3)#$%)/(0/'+("!/'0* "

= thankallthe participants, allthe  Report on the 18 National Chinese

presenters, and especially thank Teachers Conference
Hui Richards and her team for _
their hard work. The conference Ha\Vel

was a great success. (See my  onJuly 10 and 11 2010 Chinese language teachers
article in this newsletter) Ourand specialists, language publishers and HanBan volunteers,
2011 conference will be heldggome 200 in all, from all over Australia, China, Hong

. ong and Singapore came together at the Queensland
In _Sy_dney on_ ‘JUIy 9 and 19' niversity of Technology for the 16National Chinese
would thank Kai Liu and his team for takingeachers Conference of the Chinese Language Teachers

up this task and wish them all the best. Federation of Australia. The conference was also attended
by Consul Zhang Jide from the Education Office of the

Six of our best students and some observBR§ Embassy,the PRC Consul-general in Queensland Ren
will go to Chongqing to participate inGongqlng, Education Consul Liu Jiang from the Consulate

. o . general and other guests.
Hanyugiao competition this month. | woul
like congratulate them and also to thank their  At9.30amon July 10,Ms HuiRichards, CLTFAVice-

teachers and parents for their support. | agsidentand President of the Chinese Language Teachers
. . : Association of Queensland opened the Conference and
sure they will achieve their best. introduced Professor Bob Elliott, Director of the Confucius

A f K fi | icul Institute at the QUT, representing the Vice Chancellor of
! S Some Of you know, a r_]a lonal curricu uglUT to welcome he participants. He was followed by Mr
Is under way and | would like to encourage allei Ha, President of the CLTFA who added his welcome.

the teachers get involved in the consultatidie was followed by Consul-General Ren Gongging who

process. Working together is the key ii%Joke highly of the successful work being done in Chinese
SUCCGSS. eaching in Australia.

o o ] Continued page 2

We are living in a very exciting time. We have
been pushed by modern technology and the
outside environment. How to adjust ourselves ) In ThI? |§Sl;e

i i ipese Teachers.com (Advt. p. 1-3
and adapt to the new era Of te.aCh.mg IS a grggpfor 17th Conference Papers p. 4-5
challenge. Language teaching is different frofdund the Nation 0. 6-7
many other subjects, such maths and scienCénese TeacherTraining Course  p. 8
Language teaching is more like teaching R%?gz'ogs Oft_tthf, 16tghC°”fefence P-lg

. . s H . onstitution anges P.

mu3|c_:al instrument. Individuality and dn‘ferengXforol e R iy s b. 11
learning styles need to be carefully observegdrra pirectory p. 12
and respected. LetOs face the challenge and

achieve our best.

Wei Ha
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Four keynote addresses followed, presented by Professor Bob Elliott, Professor Colin Mackerras (Griffith University),
Professol! "#$%! &' (J#*%+QUT) and &*%-+!-*%+!.%+/(0#!"1#**/0! 2#(%$0$! 345(0$6! 768! 9:%+!; (:*<(%+! =#*0$! 5:6 (*'(
>#H$?$0!11*5$6$414$5/*<?$%>1*@12#(%P0$!/: %+ +$!>$: 1#(%+AI$B(0C%+!(00'$0!:%4!1#://$%+$08

In the afternoon, the presidents or representatives of all State and Territory associations reported on their
activities and issues in Chinese teaching, then participants were able to join any of the eighteen workshops on
diverse aspects of Chinese teaching offered. The day concluded with the Conference dinner where new and old
friends met, talked and laughed together and concluded with Karaoke.

On Sunday morning, July 11 three additional keynote addresses were presented by Dr Jane Orton on th
Chinese Teacher Training Centre at Melbourne University,; Ms Jo House, Director of the International Department
of the Queensland Department of Education and Training; Professor Xiong Jiangping from PeopleOs Education Pre
the PRC and Mr Andrew Scrimgeour from the University of South Australia. Their addresses covered the preparatiol
of Chinese teachers in Australia; cooperation between Australia and China; the reform of Chinese teaching and son
issues in Chinese language teaching in Australia. For he remainder of the morning and in the early afternoon thc
attending were able to choose from the seventeen exciting workshops on offer.

At the plenary session of the Conference which began at 2.30 Mr Ha Wei, President of the CLTFA summarised the
achievements of the past yeatr, highlighting the following points.

¥ The participation of Chinese teachers in the formulation of the national curriculum for LOTE.
¥ The participation of Chinese teachers in the establishment and appraisal of each stateOs examinations.
¥ Chinese teachersO conscientious study and ceaseless adaptation to new materials and approaches.

¥ The strengthening of relations between the Chinese Language Teachers Associations and Hanban and HSK, and
increasing numbers of Chinese language students going to China to take part in competitions and further studies.

* As a result of the work of Chinese teachers Chinese in Australia is having a growing influence in Australian society,
and this had been aided by the hard work of the Education Sections of the PRC Embassy and Consulates-General
Australia.

¥ D*6$!4(5$60(ESA!2#(%$0$!/: %+ +$1>$: 1#(%+!(%!3'0>6:/AI$BS?</(ESAIFGI>#$12:%G14(H$6$%>1<:6C1(<:%>0
5:6(*01>*<(10!:%4!FGI>#$14(5$60(>G*@!?2:>$6(:/0*9%14(0</:G8

¥ More and more teaching and learning materials have been published by Chinese teachers in Australia and some
them have been awarded by Hanban and have gained international appraisals.

DB1&:1:/0*I<*(%>$AI > I>#:> 1 2#(%S0$!/: %o+ +$1>$: 1#(%+1(%!13'0>6:/(:1(0!@: 1 (%+I<6*F/$20!: %41 1#://$%+$08!#$!2:
J'$OCH%! (OH*=I>*1$%1+6:+$1 2+6$196*06K %:C5$!F: 1L +6*'06410>'4$%>01>1/$:6%6! 24(%SOSMIH+=I>* 4$5$/*<1 P+6$12;
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Prof. Bob Elliott, UTS Confucius
Institute Director

Keynote Speaker Prof Colin
Mackerras, Grifbth University
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Prof Huizhong Shen. QUT Education Faculty,
Keynote Speaker

Prof. Jane Orton, Melbourne
University, Keynote Speaker

Andrew Scrimgeour, Uni of S
Australia, Keynote Speaker
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CLTFA 17 ™ National Conference
9-10 July 2011

The CLTA of NSW inc. Organising Committee invites proposals for paper and mini
workshop presentations related to the conference theme:

Expanding the Horizon of Chinese Teaching

Accepted papers and mini workshops will form the major part of the conference
program and will be scheduled in approximately 50 minute timeslots.

The submission deadline is Friday 1 April 2011.

You are strongly encouraged to submit before the required submission deadline.

is because quality submissions will be accepted once reviewed.

may well become full before the deadline.

Possible Submission topics includes: (however they are not restricted to the
topics below)

1. Intercultural Chinese language learning

2. Classroom interactions

3. The diversity of learners and student engagement

4. ICT in language teaching and learning

5. Authentic and contemporary resources

6. Assessment

7. Catering for diversity in the Chinese language classroom

8. National Curriculum for Languages

9. Or others that related to the teaching and learning of Chinese
Please Note :  All documents must be saved as a .doc Ple.

Please complete the submission form below and email it with a recent photo
attached to: Evelyn.Man@det.nsw.edu.a __u

OCTOBER 2010

This

As such, the program
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CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA
17™ ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Theme: Expanding the Horizon of Chinese teaching

Please Pll out the Submission Forrand email it with your recent photo toEvelyn.Man@det.nsw.edwa

Name

School

Email address

Topic of submission

Outline of
submission (less
than 200 words)

A brief selt-
introduction (about
100 words)
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' Chinese Language Teachers’ Association

4 of South Australia Inc.

W WESTERN AUSTRALIA

With various agencies providing Professional
Development opportunities, the Association has put
its effort and time into student activities. Teachers have
been busy attending the CLTFA National Conference CLTASA Report
in July, MLTAWA State Conference in August and
the various Teachers Development Coordinators PL
sessions.

In Term 3, our major activities will be the

Time flies and CLTASA experienced a busy but
successful first half of 2010.

. . " The professional development workshops have
Chinese Speaking Competition for non- backgroun ad good attendance and positive feedback from

stugents from Years ﬁl\(/)v .'T‘ cocn:Junctlo.n. with th|§,a embers. More than 40 people participated in the
students can enter the Writing Competition running, .;ities of the Cultural Experience Day last term.

in its second ygar.Thls year apart from the Dep"?‘“‘ The publicationNCLTASA Newsletter has also been
ment of Education of WA and the Confucius Instltuterecognized by our partner organizations

at the University of Western Australia sponsorship,
we have ventured out and welcome the Associatio

of Independent Schools of WA, Mount Lawley an&
Rossmoyne Chinese Hubs on board.

Ten members were supported to attend
e 2010 Chinese Language TeachersO National
onference on Saturday TGnd Sunday 1"of July.

. Our members Nhu Trinh and Belinda Dello-Lacovo
In our last Annual Gleneral Meeting, member resented workshops. Committee member Leanne

qpproved to hold our AGMin Noyember. The chang iang represented CLTASA at the Counci; meeting of

is to enable an elected committee to COMMENCE, . = TEA which was held on Sunday' Jaly.

activities in the new year without waiting for the The 2010 Chinese Speaking (Hanyugiao)

March AGM. : . .. Competition was held on Friday'land 29 JulyThee
Another major project we are embarking 'S South Australian team won both the first amdseeoadd

to get our wgbsﬂe going. .. places Congratulations do Hdernyy BBzenaanrbixom

. We will ,of course celebrate the year with St Pete®sO0btgge ankHditidRRRiNi dEmpOhiseeto
SOCIal. events sometime in December and WelcomEOIIege.They will go to China for the final phase of
2011 in February. the competition. All the best to them!

Coincidentally the State Conference was held at
the same day as the federal election, off 2ligust. It
was organised collaboratively by CLTASA,CLCSA and
the Confucius Institute. The theme of the conference
WRITE TO US! was ONew Directions of .Tea.ching and Lea}rning
Chinese Language and Asia Literacy: Embracing the
ChangesO.Two keynote addresses and 16 workshops
were arranged accordingly.

In September, a film night will be another
attraction of this term.Three PD workshops will be
organised to discuss how to use films effectively in
teaching Chinese language.

Anita Chong

Please send us information about

¥ classroom hints and activities and your views on

things like

¥ courses and curriculum changes

¥ what is happening to Chinese teaching in your

state or territory

¥ new teaching materials you have seen. In term 4, to encourage and promote Chinese
language teaching and learning, Chinese Language

Photos of student activities with short reports are Awards will be held in November as usual. Prizes will

also welcome. be awarded to the best student recommended by
each school offering Chinese as a second language.

Book/CD/website reviews are especially welcome. The year will conclude with the AGM on 27

November.
Fang Liu
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#9":@, The response from teachers and schools was
'L,'§ }3 New South Wales extremely good.

g
Farewell dinner for Consul GUO Liang This year (2010), the association is to publish

A dinner was organised, also as the associationOsaSagssment materials for Chinese Continuers,
of Year Dinner, by the association in November 20dgxtension and Background Speakers courses.

to farewell Consul GUO Liang from the Educatiofh€ service is only open to members and member
Office of the Chinese Consulate General in Sydney SCN0OIs only at this stage.

who had supported and had been working very _

closely with the association. Kai LIU

2010 AGM
This was held in March 2010 and new committee was

elected.

President Mr Kai LIU L

Vice PresidentMs Evelyn MAN ':th!D Victoria
Secretary- Administration Ms Rachel LUMB —

Secretary- Minutes and Bulletin Ms Faraday PANG
Treasurer MrVictor ZHANG

Assistant Treasurer Ms Rachel FONG

In May, CLTAV held the third Hanyugiao
Chinese Speaking and Performing Competition
(Victoria Final).About 35 students of Year 10 and Year
from 18 government, catholic or private schools
k part. All the participants showed their high
standard of Chinese language proficiency and talent in

. . performance.Two of them were invited to attend the
Active participation in the development process fofhir d Hanyugiao Chinese Proficiency Competition

the Chineéi%]:ilag\(/avsi, Korbean and Itndones(;an H?riﬁ%g%oreign Secondary School Students which will be
COUrses. as been a strong advocale |, i |ate October 2010 in Chonggqing, China.

voicing a need to have a Heritage Chinese course
established within the NSW curriculum in the past In August, CLTAV held Year 7-9 Reading

many years. . Awards. About 60 students from 20 schools
For the recent development process of the Chmesﬁ/ere involved in the competition. Many of them

Japanese, Korean and Indonesian Heritage courg

A professional Learning session on IWB was hq][éo
after the meeting.

: EMonstrated their excellence in Chinese. In
CLTA NSW h_a_s_been an active supporter_thr_oug ptember, CLTAV also held Chinese First Language
the steps of initial consultation, syllabus signing

. o iting/Speaking Competition. It attracted more
consultation, eligibilities, HSC external assessm(ﬁ%n 40 students. Audience was entertained by the
sample papers establishment. excellent performance of the competitors.

Continued cooperation with Sydney HSK Centre In July, almost 80 CLTAV members attended

in running the Chinese Bridge Chinese Proficiency .o | TEA Conference in Brisbane. More than 20
Competltlon_fo_r Foreign Seconglary SChOOI Stude %\rticipants presented their seminars or workshops
Sydney Preliminary Contest.This was since 2009.

Ghe Conference.
2010 preliminary contest was held on"1July 2010.
In July, the 2 issue of the CLTAV newsletter was

The writing of HSC trial assessment materials f blished
Chinese Continuers, Extension and Backgrou(rﬁ)r(lzlI shed. - -
’ A new CLTAV website with more

Speakers courses Project established in 2008 as éoﬁwprehensive information has been set up and a

year project to respond requests from both Withinnew way of member registration for CLTAV is well
and outside CLTA NSWV.2009 saw the first assessment y . 9
under construction.

materials written for the Continuers course

Jixing Xu
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CHINESE TEACHER TRAINING CENTRE
A National Resource

In August 2009 the VictoriaDepartment of Education and Early Childhood Developtrard ChinaOs
National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (Hanbai entered into a partnership to provide a
national Chinese teacher training centre in Australia. Following a tendering process, the centre was establisk
at the Melbourne Graduate School of Educatitilome base of a consortium that also includes @tena
Institute at the Australian National University aaucation Services Austi@alDr Jane Orton was appointed
Director and Julia Gong Education Programs Coordinator.

The long term objective is to improve the teaching of Chinese throughout the country so as to increase
the number of students continuing to Year 12,and to be doing so at a higher level of language proficiency than
now.The immediate objective is to help improve Chinese language education in the middle years (5-9) for all
students, regardless of whether they intend to continue or not. A major deterrent for classroom learners to
continue is the overwhelming number of home speakers in the L2 Chinese stream. It is anticipated that th
National Curriculum will make a serious difference to this, ensuring that both groups have excellent langua
education appropriate to their needs.

Other significant obstacles to Chinese flourishing in schools are, firstly, it is a laborious and, in part,
difficult language for an English speaker to learn, due to its tones and the memory burden of characters, and
so Chinese is estimated to take a native English speaker 3.5 times longer to master than a European language,
yet the time allocation in schools is the same for all languages.As a result, students often feel a lack of progr
and give up. A second factor is that Chinese language remains very under-researched, and what it dema
as a learning task for school students, and how that might best be assisted, is virtually unknown. Compar
to other languages, resources are thin and often very outdated in pedagogy. A third factor is that languag
teachers are not well trained due to language method being taught as a generic course without special
attention to the specific challenges of a particular language.

To tackle these obstacles,the CTTC is providing regular professional development sessions for teache
on a range of topics (see below and also CTTC website for details) in a program that includes summer and
winter schools.These are held in Melbourne, or elsewhere on request.The CTTC is also undertaking reseatrc
into strengthening the pedagogy and curriculum in existing programs; developing evidence-based beneficial
ways for students to use information and communication technologies (ICT) independently so as to increase
time on Chinese; and examining the language, culture and intercultural learning of short in-China sojourns

In 2011 CTTC staff will teach the nefu]ly on-lin@ostgraduaté&pecialist Certibcate in Chinese
Language Teaching for the Melbourne Graduate School of Education, developed wiNagonal Asian
Languages and Studies in Schools Pro@trategic Partnerships grant. See brochure below.

CONTACT

Chinese Teacher Training Centre
Melbourne Graduate School of Education
Level 8, Doug McDonell Building

The University of Melbourne

Victoria 3010, Australia

Phone (61 3) 8344-8710; Fax: (61 3) 8344-8739
http://www.edfac.unimelb.edu.au/dttc
education-cttc-info@unimelb.edw.a
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A REFLECTION FROM THE 16 ™ CLTFA NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Wei Leu

The conference has finished but the issues raised are still wandering around in my head. While the number
of Chinese language learners has surpassed 40 million around the world, Chinese language teaching in Australic
come to a crossroads where the direction and focus may alter due to the change in political climate caused by tf
ORudd SagaO. However, in my opinion, the future of Chinese language education in this country is still dependent or
OteachersO, who are the main driving force to promote it.

From the conference, | have seen the hopes and challenges brought by OcChina FeverO sweeping the v
including in Australia. According to Professor C. MacKerras, OChina literacyO should encompass a broader knowledc
China. It includes an ability, willingness and enthusiasm to deal with its government and people. This poses a challe
for teachers who cannot see the profession beyond the realm of pure language teaching. As Professor Y. Zhao sta
in his DVD, “Education comes first and Chinese language comes second”. In other words, Chinese should be seen as a
language that can develop studentsO higher-order thinking skills, instead of being just another OusefulO language.

In ancient Chinese educational philosophy, there was a belief in the idee$ éf:O Oand @< @+ O,which
are equivalent to the Western ideas of educating people and adopting a student-centred approach. Neverthele:
contemporary Chinese educational ideas are quite contrary to these ideals. While Dr WangOs comments about t
quality of Chinese language teachers might seem a bit harsh, there is some truth in them. Maybe thatOs why Wei Ha
president of CLTFA[was encouraging Chinese language teachers to consider the social implications associated with
Chinese language teachingd(r < ) and to actively participate in the process of developing the national curriculum
instead of just working hard in the confines of the classroom (, 1°~"he€ 10h=+Y

Over the course of the conference, it was encouraging to see so many young teachers volunteering to shat
their ideas and experiences. | was deeply moved by their enthusiasm and passion and really appreciated their effc
Moreover, the speeches of some keynote speakers were inspiring as well. Zhao's presentation (DVD) confirmed some
of my original ideas, such as that Ostudylng culture is studying valuesO, Oculture must be learned in context® and (
should be used to engage other culturesO. As a migrant and a second language learner myself, | fully understan
concept of both studying values and of learning culture in context since this has been the basis of my own Oleart
experienceO in Australia. For teachers who believe in the traditional approach to teaching Chinese language and cul
this idea may be difficult to comprehend. Zhao’s points have also reminded me of the “Intercultural Language Teaching
and Learning ApproachO.As the newest trend in language teaching worldwide, the ILTL has dominated language educ
in Australia recently, especially since the releaséhaf National Statement and Plan for Languages Education in Austre
Schools 2005-20GBICEETYA, 2005).

This entails Oa fundamental shift in the orientation of language teaching and learning beyond the communica
approach of the last 20 yearsO (Orton, 2008a BABKL)Zlitorial). Hence, | hope the CLTA in all states can organise
more workshops or seminars to help teachers understand this brand new approach. In this field, of course, Andrew
Scrimgeour and his colleagues at the University of South Australia can definitely be of assistance.

Due to the current political uncertainty in Australia, the Digital Education Revolution may now enter a new
stage. Nevertheless, as mentioned by many speakers, the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) will
still be extremely important in Chinese language teaching. As Professor Orton said, OClass time is limited, so teach
need to extend the learning of students by using ICTO. This is an excellent point to counter the arguments of peop
who believe the curriculum is too crowded and that there is insufficient time to allocate to the teaching of ICT in the
classroom. Of course, | agree that ICT is only one of the many strategies to teach languages and teachers should
justrely on ICT to teach students to think, analyse, evaluate and apply their knowledge. However, faceél eétit @l
digital learners, teachers do need to engage them by using ICT.

According toB. Nesbﬁtﬂiewn@tpmﬂwmmf@%msmnhﬁ AR .
com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjf\), while todyOsoyogiepildnéolrar &gtbegdmammﬁsageswpbggus@gmsmmrMSM ev
day,76%o0f teachers have never used wikis, blogs and podcasts. Hence, there is an urgent need for teachers to becol
involved in this Digital Education Revolution. And that is why | think online forums, sudargs! laoshi Ninget up
by the Chinese Teacher Training Centre, Melbourne, is a good start. After all, this is the era of team-work. Essential
Chinese language teachers in Australia need to communicate and share ideas more often if we are going to gain
support of politicians and the public in general. As the theme of the conference has illustrated, teachers need 1
courageously scale new heights by exploring the teaching of Chinese in a pluralistic society. The conference has Ii
the bar for all Chinese language teachers. For all of us, the task is to jump over it and lift the profile of Chinese language
education in Australia.
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CLTFA AMENDS ITS CONSTITUTION

At a Special Meeting of the Council of the Federation completed October 22 2010, the
Constitution of the Federation was amended by unanimous vote to allow for the appointment of Life
Members and Honorary Presidents as well as to update the membership of the Council in the light of
current practice.

The changes are highlighted in the following.

5. MEMBERSHIP
() MEMBERS OF AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS

All persons who are financial members of the State and territory affiliate associations of the CLTFA shall be
automatically full members CLTFA, and shall, upon payment by the affiliated Association of the capitation fee as decided
from time to time, be considered and have all rights as full members, including the right to vote and to hold office in
the Federation.

(b) INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Persons engaged or formerly engaged in the teaching and examination of the Chinese language in
government and private school systems, in ethnic schools and in technical and tertiary education institutions in Sta
and Territories where no local Association of Chinese teachers has been established may become individual member
the Federation, and shall, upon payment of the annual subscription fee as decided from time to time and the completi
of the appropriate application for membership, be considered and have all rights as members, including the right to vc
and to hold office in the Federation.

(©) ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Persons other than the above whose participation in the work of the Federation is considered by the Counci
to have advantages for the Federation may be offered Associate Member status on such terms and conditions as
Council may determine, but such persons shall not have the right to vote or to hold office.

(d) LIFE MEMBERS

The Council may of its own volition or on the nomination of an afbliate appoint persons who have
long and meritorious service to the Federation as Life Members. A member who has been appointed
Member may be appointed as Honorary President on such conditions and for such term of ofpce as the C
determine.

(e MEMBERSHIP REGISTER

The Secretary shall establish and maintain a register containing the names, addresses and other relevant de
of affiliates and their Committee members, and all persons admitted as individual or associate members.

PRACTICAL CLASSROOM STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING CHINESE
Shaz Lawrence, a former teacher of Chinese in South Australia now teaching in USA invites
teachers to subscribe to an email list which provides regular updates of classroom activities for teachers
of Chinese. The activities are aimed at making studentsO learning interesting and enjoyable.
You can make contact through either of the websites below.

http://www.paperbagchinese.com/

http://www.paperbagchinese.com/
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Oxford Readies Giant Chinese-English Dictionary

SBMUWMSFRUOBM 1S LH $HIOFBENFFPSUS$30#6550/ )B -%WSFDU
. "$30#6550/ )5 -%WSFD@ CMPKOR DJOBS\WBMUJ

Five years, 60 editors and translators, 300,000 words, 370,000 translations: It all adds up to the largest sing
volume English-Chinese, Chinese-English dictionary ever put together, due to be published Sept. 9 by Oxford Univers
Press.

For Julie Kleeman, one of the dictionaryOs two chief editors, putting together the dictionary has been a long k
ultimately satisfying slog. Having read every entry in the huge tome at least once, she’s confident it’s a departure from
other such dictionaries on the market, both within China and elsewhere. Olt presents both English and Chinese ir
much more modern, colloquial, conversational way,Q she says, in part a result of using native speakers of both langu
in the compilation process, the first time this has happened on an English-Chinese dictionary of this size.

The process, Kleeman says, hasnOt been entirely stress-free. It turns out the supposedly staid world of lexicogra
can be quite fraught. OThere were some tense exchanges,O she admits, particularly with one Chinese editorial colle
with whom she has worked closely for several years. Often, a particularly rich Chinese phrase turns out rather prosa
when rendered into English. OShe would say to me: OSorry, itOs just not good enough,00 Kleeman says. OCan0Ot
it a bit more beautiful?0 O The trickiest parts of Chinese to translate, she adds, were the languageOs chengyu. The
four-character phrases that are often rooted in traditional Chinese stories and which have instant meaning for nativ
speakers, but which can sound meaningless in English.An example, Osaiwen@stimaQ, (iterally means “the old
man from Sai who lost his horse.O But its equivalent meaning in English is really Oa blessing in disguise.O OQiren'Y
(S|=7? ), moreover, can be translated directly as “the man from Qi who feared the sky.” But to Chinese speakers,
this phrase indicates someone entertaining imaginary fears.

How, though, did Kleeman and her team deal with words that might be sensitive politically within China? OT¥
decision on whether words went into the dictionary was never political,0 she says.Olt was whether they have stood t
test of time.O Words also needed to have come into wide usage across different media in China, over a number of ye:
although the words for recent phenomena such as the disease swine flu (1 @ E ) made it to the final work.

The compilersO guidelines meant some words that are commonly used in Internet chatrooms werenOt incluc
The Chinese word for Oriver crab,0 for example, is often used in Internet forums when users want to make fun of tt
governmentOs avowed pursuit of a Oharmonious society,O since the words sound similar in spoken Chinese. Bu
definition didn’t make it into the dictionary. The word “fenqging,” by contrast, is included: Translated into English as “angry
youth,0 this term has made it beyond the webOs boundaries. OShanzhai,0 meanwhile, is the word used to descri
plethora of knock-off products on sale across ChinaOs shops and markets N an irritant to many foreign manufacture
for sure, but the word itself now has the Oxford seal of approval. OBoyunO N the word used to describe the Chines
authoritiesO habit of shooting silver nitrate bullets into the clouds to make it rain N is another recent innovation that
has become enough a part of ChinaOs linguistic furniture to be included.

To break up the dictionary, the compilers have included special features such as Oculture boxesO: On the Eng
side these contain items such as an explanation of the British tradition of Guy Fawkes Night on Nov. 5, while on the
Chinese side this runs to a brief explanation of the Cultural Revolution.Also handy are its how-to features, such as ti|
on writing a letter or N in keeping with the dictionaryOs modern feel N an email.

Update:A number of readers have asked if Oxford has plans to put the new dictionary online. It is developing produc
for different platforms, from PCs to iPads, which users will be able to buy online, Kleeman says. There’s no firm

timeframe, but she says they will be ready Oas soon as possible.O

b Andrew Peaple
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The Chinese Language Teachers’ Federation of Australia (Inc)
(Incorporated in Western Australia)

ABN 44 558 828 192
The Chinese Language TeachersO Federation of Australia (Inc.) is the national organisation of Chinese Lang
Associations and Societies. Its aims are.
¥ To promote the teaching and study of the Chinese language in Australia
¥ to undertake activities designed to extend the knowledge of members on all aspects of the Chinese langua
methodology
¥ to edit and publish or arrange for the editing and publication of materials to assist members and students of
¥ to raise funds by subscription, afpliation fees, donations and grants from government and private sources t
activities of the CLTFA
¥ to represent the interests of Chinese teachers with governments and other bodies.

PresidentMr Wei HA Tel: 0411 127 788

Vice Presidents:

MsHui Richards, C/- Confucius Institute, Queensland University of technology, Kelvin Grove QLD 4059

Ms Evelyn Man, Dept of Education &Teaglyrgman@det.nsw.edu.au

SecretaryAnita Chong (WA), Mt Lawley Senior High School, Woodsome Street, Mt Lawley WA 6050

Tel:+ Fax (H) (08) 9385 1688 (W) (08) 9470 0300 Fax (W) (08) 9271 1126 Email: anita.chong@dety.wa.edu
TreasurerJamesWu OAM, Penleigh & Essendon Grammar School, P 0 Box 417, Niddrie, VIC 3042
Newsletter EditoGeoff Davis M (WA), E-mail:geofdav@iinet.net.au

Afpliates:

THE CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERSO ASSOCIATION OF WA (INC)

PRESIDENT Anita Chong (WA), BULL CREEK LPO PO Box 252BULL CREEK WA 6149T

HE CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERSO ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA (INC)

PRESIDENT Mr Jixing Xu, P O Box 415, DEEPDENE VIC 3103

THE CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA (INC)
PRESIDENT: Fang Liu GPO Box 10261, Adelaide SA 5001

CHINESE LANGUAGE CURRICULUM STUDIES ASSOCIATIONOF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
CHAIRPERSON:Mr Andrew Scrimgeour, Research Centre for Languages and Culture, University of
South Australia Adelaide 5000

THE CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERSO ASSOCIATION OF NSW (IN®)r RRESIDENTughby Girls
High School, Mowbray Rd., Willoughby NSW 2068

THE CANBERRA CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERSO SOCIETY

PRESIDENT Dr Fuxin LI P.O.Box 5270, Lyneham, ACT 2602

THE CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERSO ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND

PRESIDENT. Ms Hui Richards,C/- Confucius Institute, Queensland University of Technology, Kelvin
Grove QLD 4059

Website: http://www.cltfa.asn.au

The CLTFA has observer status with the Australian Federation of Modern Language TeachersO Associations

AT
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